[Usefulness of the ELISA-IgG test in sera and filter paper blood eluates in the Chagas disease immunodiagnosis].
An ELISA-IgG test using a soluble extract of Trypanosoma cruzi antigen has been developed. One hundred and seventy eight sera (74 healthy people, 44 chagasic patients with positive xenodiagnosis and 60 with clinical symptoms), and 64 paper filter blood eluates (35 healthy people, 10 chagasic patients and 19 with clinical symptoms) were tested by ELISA-IgG and an indirect hemagglutination test. Both types of methods presented an overall average concordance of 98.3% and 100.0% with sera and filter paper blood eluates respectively. A cut off (average of optical density plus 3 standard deviations) of 0.365 and 0.379 for sera and eluates was found. The use of ELISA-IgG in Chagas' disease clinical diagnosis and seroepidemiological studies is discussed.